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A visionary examination of the deteriorating ability of the U.S. and other global powers to shape the
world in their image, and the end of the world order they sought, from the president of the Council on
Foreign Relations
 
Things fall apart; the center cannot hold. Not just a line from a Yeats poem, this is, argues Council on
Foreign Relations president Richard Haass, an apt description of the current state of the world. A World in
Disarray is his wise, historically grounded examination of the current world, how we got here, what will
happen next, and what it will mean for us all. Great powers, particularly the United States, for long the
dominant building blocks of international relations, are losing some and in certain cases much of their sway
to other entities and forces. Disorder is on the rise. In fact, as Haass shows, America's leadership has at times
made matters worse, both by trying to do too much and by increasingly failing to use the power it does have. 
Adding to the problem is a decline in the ability of the country's elected representatives to agree on a
consistent course of action or to ensure that the U.S. has the economic, human, military, and physical
resources global leadership requires. 
 
Meanwhile, power in all its forms is more distributed in more hands than at any time in history. The same
holds for technology.  Decision-making is ever more decentralized.  Globalization with its vast, fast flows of
just about anything and everything across borders, is a reality that governments often cannot monitor, much
less manage. World population, already above seven billion, is projected to rise to at least nine billion by
mid-century. Climate change now outpaces the world's ability to stop or in some cases adapt to it. For its
part, the United States remains the strongest country in the world, but its share of global power is shrinking,
as is its ability to translate the considerable power it does have into influence. A World in Disarray traces the
history of the rise of the modern state system through the end of the Cold War and illustrates how the past
twenty-five years have seen a surprising unraveling of order in many domains, including but in no way
limited to the Middle East.
 
A World in Disarray offers much more than analysis, however. Haass argues the world needs an updated
operating system--call it world order 2.0--that takes into account new forces, challenges, and non-state
actors. One critical element of this adjustment, particularly for the United States, will be adopting a new
approach to sovereignty, one that embraces its obligations and responsibilities as well as its rights and
protections. Haass also details what the U.S. should do towards China and Russia, in Asia and the Middle
East, and at home on behalf of its national security. Drawing on the author's own years of expertise as an
analyst and official at the highest levels of government, A World in Disarray is a lucid and incisive analysis
of our shifting landscape and the need for a new American foreign policy that reflects a twenty-first century
world that in ways promises to be a departure from much that has come before.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A World in Disarray: American
Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ernest Villa:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This A World in Disarray: American Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order book
is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of A World in Disarray: American Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A World in Disarray:
American Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennifer McMorris:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking A World in Disarray:
American Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick A World in Disarray:
American Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order become your own personal starter.

Mary Peterson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That A World in Disarray: American Foreign Policy and the
Crisis of the Old Order can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have
point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have A World in Disarray: American
Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order.
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