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While the United States was founded on abstract principles of certain "unalienable rights," its legal traditions
are based in British common law, a fact long decried by progressive reformers. Common law, the complaint
goes, ignores abstract rights principles in favor of tradition, effectively denying equality to large segments of
the population.

The nineteenth-century women's rights movement embraced this argument, claiming that common law rules
of property and married women's status were at odds with the nation's commitment to equality. Conventional
wisdom suggests that this tactic helped pave the way for voting rights and better jobs. In Constitutional
Context, Kathleen S. Sullivan presents a fresh perspective.

In revisiting the era's congressional debates, state legislation, judicial opinions, news accounts, and work of
political activists, Sullivan finds that the argument for universal, abstract rights was not the only, or best,
path available for social change. Rather than erecting a new paradigm of absolute rights, she argues,
women's rights activists unwittingly undermined common law's ability to redress grievances, contributing
heavily to the social, cultural, and political stagnation that characterizes the place of women and the
movement today.

A challenging and thoughtful study of what is commonly thought of as an era of progress, Constitutional
Context provides the groundwork for a more comprehensive understanding and interpretation of
constitutional law.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in
Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought).

Tatum Martin:

Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins
Series in Constitutional Thought) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Constitutional Context: Women and Rights
Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought) although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Brooke Callender:

The book untitled Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America
(The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Kenneth Kan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Constitutional Context: Women and
Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought).
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