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Contentious Traditions analyzes the debate on sati, or widow burning, in colonial India. Though the
prohibition of widow burning in 1829 was heralded as a key step forward for women's emancipation in
modern India, Lata Mani argues that the women who were burned were marginal to the debate and that the
controversy was over definitions of Hindu tradition, the place of ritual in religious worship, the civilizing
missions of colonialism and evangelism, and the proper role of the colonial state. Mani radically revises
colonialist as well as nationalist historiography on the social reform of women's status in the colonial period
and clarifies the complex and contradictory character of missionary writings on India.

The history of widow burning is one of paradox. While the chief players in the debate argued over the
religious basis of sati and the fine points of scriptural interpretation, the testimonials of women at the funeral
pyres consistently addressed the material hardships and societal expectations attached to widowhood. And
although historiography has traditionally emphasized the colonial horror of sati, a fascinated ambivalence
toward the practice suffused official discussions. The debate normalized the violence of sati and supported
the misconception that it was a voluntary act of wifely devotion.

Mani brilliantly illustrates how situated feminism and discourse analysis compel a rewriting of history, thus
destabilizing the ways we are accustomed to look at women and men, at "tradition," custom, and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
new book Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jamie Treat:

This Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India without we know teach the one
who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Contentious
Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India having good arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Michelle Shaw:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India.

Agatha Draper:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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