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"Mayor Richard M. Daley dropped the bomb at a routine news conference at City Hall on Tuesday. With no
prelude or fanfare, Mr. Daley announced that he would not seek re-election when his term expires next year.
'Simply put, it's time,' he said." New York Times, September 7, 2010

With those four words, an era ended. After twenty-two years, the longest-serving and most powerful mayor
in the history of Chicago—and, arguably, America—stepped down, leaving behind a city that was utterly
transformed, and a complicated legacy we are only beginning to evaluate.

In First Son, Keith Koeneman chronicles the sometimes Shakespearean, sometimes Machiavellian life of an
American political legend. Making deft use of unprecedented access to key players in the Daley
administration, as well as Chicago's business and cultural leaders, Koeneman draws on more than one
hundred interviews to tell an up-close, insider story of political triumph and personal evolution.

With Koeneman as our guide, we follow young Daley from his beginnings as an average Bridgeport kid
thought to lack his father's talent and charisma to his unlikely transformation into an iron-fisted leader. Daley
not only escaped the giant shadow of his father but also transformed Chicago from a gritty, post-industrial
Midwestern capital into a beautiful, sophisticated global city widely recognized as a model for innovative
metropolises throughout the world.

But in spite of his many accomplishments, Richard M. Daley's record is far from flawless. First Son sets the
dramatic improvement of certain parts of the city against the persistent realities of crime, financial stress ,
failing public housing, and dysfunctional schools. And it reveals that while in many ways Daley broke with
the machine politics of his father, he continued to reward loyalty with favors, use the resources of city
government to overwhelm opponents, and tolerate political corruption.

A nuanced portrait of a complex man, First Son shows Daley to be sensitive yet tough, impatient yet
persistent, a street-smart fighter and detail-driven policy expert who not only ran Chicago, but was Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley.

Eric Kyler:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Robert Denney:

This First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having First Son: The
Biography of Richard M. Daley in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Kenneth Garrison:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley we can take more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book First Son: The
Biography of Richard M. Daley. You can more desirable than now.
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