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Several years ago in Rajasthan, an eighteen-year-old woman was burned on her husband's funeral pyre and
thus became sati. Before ascending the pyre, she was expected to deliver both blessings and curses: blessings
to guard her family and clan for many generations, and curses to prevent anyone from thwarting her desire to
die. Sati also means blessing and curse in a broader sense. To those who revere it, sati symbolizes ultimate
loyalty and self-sacrifice. It often figures near the core of a Hindu identity that feels embattled in a modern
world. Yet to those who deplore it, sati is a curse, a violation of every woman's womanhood. It is murder
mystified, and as such, the symbol of precisely what Hinduism should not be.

In this volume a group of leading scholars consider the many meanings of sati: in India and the West; in
literature, art, and opera; in religion, psychology, economics, and politics. With contributors who are both
Indian and American, this is a genuinely binational, postcolonial discussion. Contributors include Karen
Brown, Paul Courtright, Vidya Dehejia, Ainslie Embree, Dorothy Figueira, Lindsey Harlan, John Hawley,
Robin Lewis, Ashis Nandy, and Veena Talwar Oldenburg.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Sati, the
Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Harriet White:

This Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in
India without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India can bring any time you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Matthew Williams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The
Burning of Wives in India is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marylou Beauregard:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning
of Wives in India is not loveable to be your top record reading book?
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