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Set in the larger context of the evolution of international human rights, this cogent book examines the tragic
development and ultimate resolution of Latin America's human rights crisis of the 1970s and 1980s. Thomas
Wright focuses especially on state terrorism in Chile under General Augusto Pinochet (1973–1990) and in
Argentina during the Dirty War (1976–1983). The author probes the background of these regimes, the
methodology of state terrorism, and the human rights movements that emerged in urgent response to the
brutality of institutionalized torture, murder, and disappearance. He also discusses the legacies of state
terrorism in the post-dictatorial period, particularly the bitter battle between demands for justice and the
military's claim of impunity. Central to this struggle was the politics of memory as two radically different
versions of the countries' recent history clashed: had the militaries conducted legitimate wars against
subversion or had they exercised terrorism based on a misguided concept of national security?

The book offers a nuanced exploration of the reciprocal relationship between state terrorism and its legacies,
on one hand, and international human rights on the other. When the Chilean and Argentine militaries seized
power, the international human rights lobby was too weak to prevent the massive toll of state terrorism. But
the powerful worldwide response to these regimes ultimately strengthened international human rights
treaties, institutions, and jurisprudence, paving the way for the Rwanda and Yugoslavia genocide tribunals
and the International Criminal Court. Indeed, Chile and Argentina today routinely try and convict former
repressors in their own courts.

This compelling history demonstrates that the experiences of Chile and Argentina contributed to
strengthening the international human rights movement, which in turn gave it the influence to affect the
outcome in these two South American countries. Ironically, the brutal regimes of Chile and Argentina played
the major role in transforming a largely dormant international lobby into a powerful force that today is
capable of bringing major repressors from anywhere in the world to justice. These intertwined themes make
this book important reading not only for Latin Americanists but for students of human rights and of
international relations as well.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled State Terrorism in Latin
America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Patricia Watts:

The book State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin
American Silhouettes) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book State Terrorism in Latin America:
Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes)? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile,
Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

John Morris:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject State Terrorism in
Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes) suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled State
Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American
Silhouettes)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mark Bock:

This State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International Human Rights (Latin American
Silhouettes) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and International



Human Rights (Latin American Silhouettes) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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