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Written by a pioneer in the field of Middle Eastern women's history, Women in the Middle East is a concise,
comprehensive, and authoritative history of the lives of the region's women since the rise of Islam. Nikki
Keddie shows why hostile or apologetic responses are completely inadequate to the diversity and richness of
the lives of Middle Eastern women, and she provides a unique overview of their past and rapidly changing
present. The book also includes a brief autobiography that recounts Keddie's political activism as one of the
first women in Middle East Studies.

Positioning women within their individual economic situations, identities, families, and geographies, Women
in the Middle East examines the experiences of women in the Ottoman Empire and Turkey, in Iran, and in all
the Arab countries. Keddie discusses the interaction of a changing Islam with political, cultural, and
socioeconomic developments. In doing so, she shows that, like other major religions, Islam incorporated
ideas and practices of male superiority but also provoked challenges to them. Keddie breaks with notions of
Middle Eastern women as faceless victims, and assesses their involvement in the rise of modern nationalist,
socialist, and Islamist movements. While acknowledging that conservative trends are strong, she notes that
there have been significant improvements in Middle Eastern women's suffrage, education, marital choice,
and health.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Women in the Middle East: Past and Present. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Women
in the Middle East: Past and Present. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lea Severino:

The particular book Women in the Middle East: Past and Present has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Dwight Bailey:

Women in the Middle East: Past and Present can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Women in the Middle East: Past and Present although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Carmen Dana:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Women in the Middle East: Past and
Present which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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