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For evolutionary biologists, the concept of chance has always played a significant role in the formation of
evolutionary theory. As far back as Greek antiquity, chance and "luck" were key factors in understanding the
natural world. Chance is not just an important concept; it is an entire way of thinking about nature. And as
Curtis Johnson shows, it is also one of the key ideas that separates Charles Darwin from other systematic
biologists of his time. Studying the concept of chance in Darwin's writing reveals core ideas in his theory of
evolution, as well as his reflections on design, purpose, and randomness in nature's progression over the
course of history.

In Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin, Curtis Johnson examines Darwin's
early notebooks, his collected correspondence (now in 19 volumes), and most of his published writing to
trace the evolution of his ideas about chance in evolution. This proved to be one of Darwin's most
controversial ideas among his reading public, so much so that it drew hostile reactions even from Darwin's
scientific friends, not to mention the more general reader. The firestorm of criticism forced Darwin to forge a
retreat, not in terms of removing chance from his theory--his commitment to it was unshakable--but in terms
of how he chose to present his theory. Briefly, by changing his wording and by introducing metaphors and
images (the stone-house metaphor, the evolution of giraffes, and others), Darwin succeeded in making his
ideas seem less threatening than before without actually changing his views. Randomness remained a focal
point for Darwin throughout his life. Through the lens of randomness, Johnson reveals implications of
Darwin's views for religion, free will, and moral theory. Darwin's Dice presents a new way to look at
Darwinist thought and the writings of Charles Darwin.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Hamilton:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of
Charles Darwin will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Crystal Dewitt:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of
Charles Darwin book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer involving Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of
Charles Darwin content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Darwin's
Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Linda Monge:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance
in the Thought of Charles Darwin is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jody Watson:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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