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The prevailing image of European Jews during the Holocaust is one of helpless victims, but in fact many
Jews struggled against the terrors of the Third Reich. In Defiance, Nechama Tec offers a riveting history of
one such group, a forest community in western Belorussia that would number more than 1,200 Jews by
1944--the largest armed rescue operation of Jews by Jews in World War II.

Tec reveals that this extraordinary community included both men and women, some with weapons, but
mostly unarmed, ranging from infants to the elderly. She reconstructs for the first time the amazing details of
how these partisans and their families--hungry, exposed to the harsh winter weather--managed not only to
survive, but to offer protection to all Jewish fugitives who could find their way to them. Arguing that this
success would have been unthinkable without the vision of one man, Tec offers penetrating insight into the
group's commander, Tuvia Bielski. Tec brings to light the untold story of Bielski's struggle as a partisan who
lost his parents, wife, and two brothers to the Nazis, yet never wavered in his conviction that it was more
important to save one Jew than to kill twenty Germans. She shows how, under Bielski's guidance, the
partisans smuggled Jews out of heavily guarded ghettos, scouted the roads for fugitives, and led retaliatory
raids against Belorussian peasants who collaborated with the Nazis.

Herself a Holocaust survivor, Nechama Tec here draws on wide-ranging research and never before published
interviews with surviving partisans--including Tuvia Bielski himself--to reconstruct here the poignant and
unforgettable story of those who chose to fight.
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From reader reviews:

James Goodman:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Defiance is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Billy Benitez:

The guide untitled Defiance is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Defiance from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Spencer Fuentes:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is actually Defiance. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.

Mohammed Strohl:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Defiance can make you feel more interested to read.
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