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John Carpenter's Halloween, released on October 25, 1978, marked the beginning of the horror film's most
colorful, controversial, and successful offshoot--the slasher film. Loved by fans and reviled by critics for its
iconic psychopaths, gory special effects, brainless teenagers in peril, and more than a bit of soft-core sex, the
slasher film secured its legacy as a cultural phenomenon and continues to be popular today.
This work traces the evolution of the slasher film from 1978 when it was a fledgling genre, through the early
1980s when it was one of the most profitable and prolific genres in Hollywood, on to its decline in popularity
around 1986. An introduction provides a brief history of the Grand Guignol, the pre-cinema forerunner of the
slasher film, films such as Psycho and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and cinematic trends that gave rise to
the slasher film. Also explained are the slasher film's characteristics, conventions, and cinematic devices,
such as the "final girl," the omnipotent killer, the relationship between sex and death, the significant date or
setting, and the point-of-view of the killer. The chapters that follow are devoted to the years 1978 through
1986 and analyze significant films from each year. The Toolbox Murders, When a Stranger Calls, the Friday
the 13th movies, My Bloody Valentine, The Slumber Party Massacre, Psycho II, and April Fool's Day are
among those analyzed. The late 90s resurrection of slasher films, as seen in Scream and I Know What You
Did Last Summer, is also explored, as well as the future direction of slasher films.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Going to
Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Daniel Rogers:

Often the book Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Carrie Wilson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Nadine Taylor:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 when you essential it?
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