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In the course of the 20th century, cancer went from being perceived as a white woman's nemesis to a
"democratic disease" to a fearsome threat in communities of color. Drawing on film and fiction, on medical
and epidemiological evidence, and on patients' accounts, Keith Wailoo tracks this transformation in cancer
awareness, revealing how not only awareness, but cancer prevention, treatment, and survival have all been
refracted through the lens of race.

Spanning more than a century, the book offers a sweeping account of the forces that simultaneously defined
cancer as an intensely individualized and personal experience linked to whites, often categorizing people
across the color line as racial types lacking similar personal dimensions. Wailoo describes how theories of
risk evolved with changes in women's roles, with African-American and new immigrant migration trends,
with the growth of federal cancer surveillance, and with diagnostic advances, racial protest, and
contemporary health activism. The book examines such powerful and transformative social developments as
the mass black migration from rural south to urban north in the 1920s and 1930s, the World War II
experience at home and on the war front, and the quest for civil rights and equality in health in the 1950s and
'60s. It also explores recent controversies that illuminate the diversity of cancer challenges in America, such
as the high cancer rates among privileged women in Marin County, California, the heavy toll of prostate
cancer among black men, and the questions about why Vietnamese-American women's cervical cancer rates
are so high.

A pioneering study, How Cancer Crossed the Color Line gracefully documents how race and gender became
central motifs in the birth of cancer awareness, how patterns and perceptions changed over time, and how the
"war on cancer" continues to be waged along the color line.
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From reader reviews:

Juanita Hernandez:

The book untitled How Cancer Crossed the Color Line is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
How Cancer Crossed the Color Line from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ella Oxley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is How Cancer Crossed the Color Line this book consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Edgar Curtis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this How Cancer Crossed the Color Line can make you really feel more interested to read.

Ann Foley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the How Cancer Crossed the Color Line when you necessary it?
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