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A classical epic of fratricide and war, the Thebaid retells the legendary conflict between the sons of Oedipus-
Polynices and Eteocles-for control of the city of Thebes. The Latin poet Statius reworks a familiar story from
Greek myth, dramatized long before by Aeschylus in his tragedy Seven against Thebes. Statius chose his
subject well: the Rome of his day, ruled by the emperor Domitian, was not too distant from the civil wars
that had threatened the survival of the empire. Published in 92 A.D. the Thebaid was an immediate success,
and its fame grew in succeeding centuries. It reached its peak of popularity in the later Middle Ages and
Renaissance, influencing Dante, Chaucer, and perhaps Shakespeare. In recent times, however, it has received
perhaps less attention than it deserves, in large part because there has been no accessible, dynamic translation
of the work into English. Charles Stanley Ross offers a compelling version of the Thebaid rendered into
forceful, modern English. Casting Statius's Latin hexameter into a lively iambic pentameter more natural to
the modern ear, Ross frees the work from the archaic formality that has marred previous translations. His
translation reinvigorates the Thebaid as a whole: its meditative first half and its violent second half; its
intimate portrayal of defeat and retribution, and the need to seek justice at any cost. In a wide-ranging
introduction, Ross provides an overview of the poem: its composition, reception and legacy; its major themes
and literary influences; and its place in Statius' life. And in a helpful series of notes, he offers background
information on the major characters and incidents.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cooper:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins
New Translations from Antiquity) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
ideal book with you?

Constance Argueta:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The Thebaid: Seven
against Thebes (Johns Hopkins New Translations from Antiquity) to read.

Everette Murray:

This The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins New Translations from Antiquity) is fresh way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins New Translations from Antiquity) can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books
build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Cheryl Crockett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins New
Translations from Antiquity) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
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