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In this sweeping, enthralling biography, acclaimed historian David Hackett Fischer brings to life the
remarkable Samuel de Champlain—soldier, spy, master mariner, explorer, cartographer, artist, and Father of
New France.

Born on France's Atlantic coast, Champlain grew to manhood in a country riven by religious warfare. The
historical record is unclear on whether Champlain was baptized Protestant or Catholic, but he fought in
France's religious wars for the man who would become Henri IV, one of France's greatest kings, and like
Henri, he was religiously tolerant in an age of murderous sectarianism. Champlain was also a brilliant
navigator. He went to sea as a boy and over time acquired the skills that allowed him to make twenty-seven
Atlantic crossings without losing a ship.

But we remember Champlain mainly as a great explorer. On foot and by ship and canoe, he traveled through
what are now six Canadian provinces and five American states. Over more than thirty years he founded,
colonized, and administered French settlements in North America. Sailing frequently between France and
Canada, he maneuvered through court intrigue in Paris and negotiated among more than a dozen Indian
nations in North America to establish New France. Champlain had early support from Henri IV and later
Louis XIII, but the Queen Regent Marie de Medici and Cardinal Richelieu opposed his efforts. Despite much
resistance and many defeats, Champlain, by his astonishing dedication and stamina, finally established
France's New World colony. He tried constantly to maintain peace among Indian nations that were
sometimes at war with one another, but when he had to, he took up arms and forcefully imposed a new
balance of power, proving himself a formidable strategist and warrior.

Throughout his three decades in North America, Champlain remained committed to a remarkable vision, a
Grand Design for France's colony. He encouraged intermarriage among the French colonists and the natives,
and he insisted on tolerance for Protestants. He was a visionary leader, especially when compared to his
English and Spanish contemporaries—a man who dreamed of humanity and peace in a world of cruelty and
violence.

This superb biography, the first in decades, is as dramatic and exciting as the life it portrays. Deeply
researched, it is illustrated throughout with many contemporary images and maps, including several drawn
by Champlain himself.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Champlain's Dream is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Fabian Luton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Champlain's Dream that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you could pick Champlain's Dream become your starter.

Clarence Cobb:

Beside this kind of Champlain's Dream in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Champlain's
Dream because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Shelia Sepulveda:

You will get this Champlain's Dream by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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