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On an Irish Island is a love letter to a vanished way of life, in which Robert Kanigel, the highly praised
author of The Man Who Knew Infinity and The One Best Way, tells the story of the Great Blasket, a wildly
beautiful island off the west coast of Ireland, renowned during the early twentieth century for the rich
communal life of its residents and the unadulterated Irish they spoke. With the Irish language vanishing all
through the rest of Ireland, the Great Blasket became a magnet for scholars and writers drawn there during
the Gaelic renaissance—and the scene for a memorable clash of cultures between modern life and an older,
sometimes sweeter world slipping away.
 
Kanigel introduces us to the playwright John Millington Synge, some of whose characters in The Playboy of
the Western World, were inspired by his time on the island; Carl Marstrander, a Norwegian linguist who
gave his place on Norway’s Olympic team for a summer on the Blasket; Marie-Louise Sjoestedt, a Celtic
studies scholar fresh from the Sorbonne; and central to the story, George Thomson, a British classicist whose
involvement with the island and its people we follow from his first visit as a twenty-year-old to the end of his
life.
 
On the island, they met a colorful coterie of men and women with whom they formed lifelong and life-
changing friendships. There’s Tomás O’Crohan, a stoic fisherman, one of the few islanders who could read
and write Irish, who tutored many of the incomers in the language’s formidable intricacies and became the
Blasket’s first published writer; Maurice O’Sullivan, a good-natured prankster and teller of stories, whose
memoir, Twenty Years A-Growing, became an Irish classic; and Peig Sayers, whose endless repertoire of
earthy tales left listeners spellbound.
 
As we get to know these men and women, we become immersed in the vivid culture of the islanders, their
hard lives of fishing and farming matched by their love of singing, dancing, and talk. Yet, sadly, we watch
them leave the island, the village becoming uninhabited by 1953. The story of the Great Blasket is one of
struggle—between the call of modernity and the tug of Ireland’s ancient ways, between the promise of
emigration and the peculiar warmth of island life amid its physical isolation. But ultimately it is a tribute to
the strength and beauty of a people who, tucked away from the rest of civilization, kept alive a nation’s past,
and to the newcomers and islanders alike who brought the island’s remarkable story to the larger world.

 Download On an Irish Island ...pdf

 Read Online On an Irish Island ...pdf

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B0050DIWFW


Download and Read Free Online On an Irish Island Robert Kanigel

From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

This On an Irish Island are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this On an Irish Island can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this On an Irish Island forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Margaret Jackson:

This book untitled On an Irish Island to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Mary Kerr:

Beside this specific On an Irish Island in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have On
an Irish Island because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but
you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!

Isabel Martin:

You can find this On an Irish Island by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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