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When he first heard Carmen, Tchaikovsky enthusiastically predicted it would become the world's most
popular opera. Wagner, too, was an admirer of this dramatic masterpiece, and Brahms claimed to have seen
it 29 times. At its premiere in Paris in 1873, however, Carmen did not succeed with the public or the critics.
Indeed, it created a scandal. But in time, as Tchaikovsky foresaw, it would become the favorite opera of
audiences worldwide. And in over a century Carmen has never relinquished its position as one of the most
performed and recorded operas in the repertoire.
Conceived and composed as an opèra comique (a genre it completely transformed), Carmen was converted
after Bizet's tragic early death to grand opera with the addition of recitatives composed by Ernest Guiraud.
This superbly produced full-score edition replicates this grand-opera version, the one most commonly
produced on operatic stages today.
Accustomed to the light and sentimental subjects and conventions of opèra comique, Bizet's public and
critics were at first horrified by Carmen's lurid plot and characters. Critics pronounced its story, dominated
by sexual passion and jealousy, too "obscene" for the stage, called for the mezzo-soprano portraying Carmen
to be hauled into court, and disparaged the music as unoriginal and undramatic. Soon, fortunately, this
hysteria subsided, further productions were mounted, and the world embraced this towering music drama
with its compelling flesh-and-blood characters and the tragic fate their unruly passions make inevitable.
Musicians and music lovers alike will find in this inexpensive yet well-made edition an ideal way to study
and savor the unique merits of Carmen, whose central struggle is so movingly expressed and advanced in the
rich and dramatic themes and textures of the music itself, not merely in the libretto. With this score in hand,
they can enjoy both live and recorded performances of what is perhaps the best-known and most beloved
opera in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Kirby:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and important the book Carmen in Full Score (Dover Music Scores). All
type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Barbara Butler:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Carmen in Full Score (Dover Music
Scores) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Joseph Blackwell:

This Carmen in Full Score (Dover Music Scores) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Carmen in Full Score (Dover Music Scores) can be one of many great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Carmen
in Full Score (Dover Music Scores) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Dianne Roy:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Carmen in Full Score (Dover Music
Scores) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book Carmen in Full Score (Dover Music Scores) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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