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Just when I thought there was nothing more I could know about St. Francis, this lovely book fell into my
hands. John Haule brings together good Franciscan history, excellent psychology, and a profound
understanding of spirituality in one 'ecstatic' study. Read and be satisfied.
?Fr. Richard Rohr, O.F.M., Center for Action and Contemplation, Albuquerque, New Mexico

"There seems to be an inexhaustible interest in St. Francis and as many lenses for seeing him as there are
writers and artists who engage his simple, yet complex, personality. John Ryan Haule views Francis from
within his own Jungian consciousness, enriched by Buddhist and Muslim mysticism. The result is a rich,
multidimensional portrait of the transformation of the Saint of Assisi, one that many twenty-first century
readers will relate to.
? Murray Bodo, O.F.M, author of Landscape of Prayer and The Way of St. Francis.

In this fascinating account of St. Francis’ inner life, Haule, a Jungian analyst and student of Hindu Tantra,
shows that, like tantrikas, Francis relentlessly pursued the most disturbing experiences in life to achieve
higher states of consciousness?ecstasies in which he stood outside his ordinary self while contemplating and
living a higher reality. Francis embraced poverty and sorrows, cared for lepers and outcasts, begged for his
bread.

Fascinated early on by romantic and troubadour literature, Francis took “Lady Poverty” as his guide in love,
walking her path to change the world. She demanded that he change his whole nature, and he became the
beloved saint known today. Haule tells the story of Francis’ life from this point of view and looks at the path
of Lady Poverty, trying to understand what Francis meant by “perfect joy.” He also compares Francis’
relationship with Lady Poverty to that with Clare, who began the Franciscan sisterhood, revealing the erotic
element of his practice. The author goes on to examine Francis’ daily practice of prayer and meditation, the
states of consciousness he achieved, and how these bore fruit in his daily life. Finally, we come to the last
crisis of Francis’ life?the final embrace of God and the world?marked by the vision of the Seraph and the
appearance of the stigmata.

This is an important book for a deeper understanding of St. Francis and his spiritual life.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady
Poverty why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jill Goulet:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Lynne Silva:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The Way of Lady Poverty will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Daniel Bailey:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ecstasies of St. Francis: The
Way of Lady Poverty which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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