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When as a child she first saw a canoe gliding on Lake Alexander in central Minnesota, Sue Leaf was
mesmerized. The enchantment stayed with her and shimmers throughout this book as we join Leaf and her
family in canoeing the waterways of North America, always on the lookout for the good life amid the
splendors and surprises of the natural world.

The journey begins with a trip to the border lakes of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, then
wanders into the many beautiful little rivers of Minnesota and Wisconsin, the provincial parks of Canada, the
Louisiana bayou, and the arid West. A biologist and birder, Leaf considers natural history and geology,
noticing which plants are growing along the water and which birds are flitting among the branches. Traveling
the routes of the Ojibwe, voyageurs, and map-making explorers, she reflects on the region’s history, peopling
her pages with Lewis and Clark, Jean Lafitte, Henry Schoolcraft, and Canada’s Group of Seven artists. Part
travelogue, part natural and cultural history, Portage is the memoir of one family’s thirty-five-year venture
into the watery expanse of the world. Through sunny days and stormy hours and a few hair-raising moments,
Sue and her husband, Tom, celebrate anniversaries on the water; haul their four kids along on family
adventures; and occasionally make the paddle a social outing with friends. Along the way they contend with
their own human nature: they run rapids when it would have been wiser to portage, take portages and learn
truths about aging, avoid portages and ponder risk-taking. Through it all, out in the open, in the wild, in the
blue, exploring the river means encountering life—good decisions and missed chances, risks and surprises,
and the inevitable changes that occur as a family canoes through time and learns what it means to be human
in this natural world.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for
the Good Life, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Daniel Watkins:

Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Portage: A
Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Joan Hanson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Paul Jackson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Portage: A Family, a Canoe, and the Search for
the Good Life was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Portage: A
Family, a Canoe, and the Search for the Good Life has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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