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Thomas Day (1801-61), a free man of color from Milton, North Carolina, became the most successful
cabinetmaker in North Carolina--white or black--during a time when most blacks were enslaved and free
blacks were restricted in their movements and activities. His surviving furniture and architectural woodwork
still represent the best of nineteenth-century craftsmanship and aesthetics.

In this lavishly illustrated book, Patricia Phillips Marshall and Jo Ramsay Leimenstoll show how Day plotted
a carefully charted course for success in antebellum southern society. Beginning in the 1820s, he produced
fine furniture for leading white citizens and in the 1840s and '50s diversified his offerings to produce newel
posts, stair brackets, and distinctive mantels for many of the same clients. As demand for his services
increased, the technological improvements Day incorporated into his shop contributed to the complexity of
his designs.

Day's style, characterized by undulating shapes, fluid lines, and spiraling forms, melded his own unique
motifs with popular design forms, resulting in a distinctive interpretation readily identified to his shop. The
photographs in the book document furniture in public and private collections and architectural woodwork
from private homes not previously associated with Day. The book provides information on more than 160
pieces of furniture and architectural woodwork that Day produced for 80 structures between 1835 and 1861.

Through in-depth analysis and generous illustrations, including over 240 photographs (20 in full color) and
architectural photography by Tim Buchman, Marshall and Leimenstoll provide a comprehensive perspective
on and a new understanding of the powerful sense of aesthetics and design that mark Day's legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Thomas Day: Master Craftsman and
Free Man of Color (Richard Hampton Jenrette Series in Architecture and the Decorative Arts) is simple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Joseph Cash:

Beside this kind of Thomas Day: Master Craftsman and Free Man of Color (Richard Hampton Jenrette
Series in Architecture and the Decorative Arts) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Thomas Day: Master Craftsman and Free Man of Color (Richard Hampton Jenrette Series in Architecture
and the Decorative Arts) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Tina McKinney:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Thomas Day: Master Craftsman and Free Man of Color (Richard Hampton
Jenrette Series in Architecture and the Decorative Arts) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Brenda Villa:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Thomas Day: Master Craftsman and Free Man of
Color (Richard Hampton Jenrette Series in Architecture and the Decorative Arts) or others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to



increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Thomas Day: Master
Craftsman and Free Man of Color (Richard Hampton Jenrette Series in Architecture and the Decorative Arts)
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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