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New to living and gardening in Philadelphia, Sharon White begins a journey through the landscape of the
city, past and present, in Vanished Gardens. In prose now as precise and considered as the paths in a parterre,
now as flowing and lyrical as an Olmsted vista, White explores Philadelphia's gardens as a part of the city's
ecosystem and animates the lives of individual gardeners and naturalists working in the area around her
home.

In one section of the book, White tours the gardens of colonial botanist John Bartram; his wife, Ann; and
their son, writer and naturalist William. Other chapters focus on Deborah Logan, who kept a record of her
life on a large farm in the late eighteenth century, and Mary Gibson Henry, twentieth-century botanist, plant
collector, and namesake of the lily Hymenocallis henryae. Throughout White weaves passages from diaries,
letters, and memoirs from significant Philadephia gardeners into her own striking prose, transforming each
place she examines into a palimpsest of the underlying earth and the human landscapes layered over it.

White gives a surprising portrait of the resilience and richness of the natural world in Philadelphia and of the
ways that gardening can connect nature to urban space. She shows that although gardens may vanish forever,
the meaning and solace inherent in the act of gardening are always waiting to be discovered anew.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Vanished Gardens:
Finding Nature in Philadelphia book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Clare Andrews:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Vanished Gardens: Finding Nature in
Philadelphia, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Mark Garcia:

This Vanished Gardens: Finding Nature in Philadelphia is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Vanished Gardens: Finding Nature in
Philadelphia can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get
by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the
e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

Harry Barnes:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Vanished Gardens: Finding Nature in Philadelphia
can make you sense more interested to read.
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