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Drawing from 167 examples of decorative needlework?—?primarily samplers and quilts from 114
collections across the United States?—?made by individual women aged forty years and over between 1820
and 1860, this exquisitely illustrated book explores how women experienced social and cultural change in
antebellum America.

The book is filled with individual examples, stories, and over eighty fine color photographs that illuminate
the role that samplers and needlework played in the culture of the time. For example, in October 1852, Amy
Fiske (1785?–?1859) of Sturbridge, Massachusetts, stitched a sampler. But she was not a schoolgirl making a
sampler to learn her letters. Instead, as she explained, “The above is what I have taken from my sampler that
I wrought when I was nine years old. It was w[rough]t on fine cloth [and] it tattered to pieces. My age at this
time is 66 years.”

Situated at the intersection of women’s history, material culture study, and the history of aging, this book
brings together objects, diaries, letters, portraits, and prescriptive literature to consider how middle-class
American women experienced the aging process. Chapters explore the physical and mental effects of “old
age” on antebellum women and their needlework, technological developments related to needlework during
the antebellum period and the tensions that arose from the increased mechanization of textile production, and
how gift needlework functioned among friends and family members. Far from being solely decorative
ornaments or functional household textiles, these samplers and quilts served their own ends. They offered
aging women a means of coping, of sharing and of expressing themselves. These “threads of time” provide a
valuable and revealing source for the lives of mature antebellum women.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Stitch in Time: The Needlework of Aging Women in
Antebellum America. Try to the actual book A Stitch in Time: The Needlework of Aging Women in
Antebellum America as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Mary Thomas:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Stitch in Time: The Needlework of
Aging Women in Antebellum America book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Michael Yancey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Stitch in Time: The Needlework
of Aging Women in Antebellum America publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation A Stitch in Time: The Needlework of Aging Women in Antebellum America as good book not
simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal
with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Laura Burnham:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually A Stitch in Time: The Needlework of Aging Women in
Antebellum America. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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