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Between 1867 and 2000, the Canadian government sent over 150,000 Aboriginal children to residential
schools across the country. Government officials and missionaries agreed that in order to “civilize and
Christianize” Aboriginal children, it was necessary to separate them from their parents and their home
communities.

For children, life in these schools was lonely and alien. Discipline was harsh, and daily life was highly
regimented. Aboriginal languages and cultures were denigrated and suppressed. Education and technical
training too often gave way to the drudgery of doing the chores necessary to make the schools self-
sustaining. Child neglect was institutionalized, and the lack of supervision created situations where students
were prey to sexual and physical abusers.

Legal action by the schools’ former students led to the creation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada in 2008. The product of over six years of research, the Commission’s final report outlines the
history and legacy of the schools, and charts a pathway towards reconciliation.

Canada’s Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern Experience demonstrates that residential schooling
followed a unique trajectory in the North. As late as 1950 there were only six residential schools and one
hostel north of the sixtieth parallel. Prior to the 1950s, the federal government left northern residential
schools in the hands of the missionary societies that operated largely in the Mackenzie Valley and the
Yukon. It was only in the 1950s that Inuit children began attending residential schools in large numbers. The
tremendous distances that Inuit children had to travel to school meant that, in some cases, they were
separated from their parents for years. The establishment of day schools and what were termed small hostels
in over a dozen communities in the eastern Arctic led many Inuit parents to settle in those communities on a
year-round basis so as not to be separated from their children, contributing to a dramatic transformation of
the Inuit economy and way of life.

Not all the northern institutions are remembered similarly. The staff at Grandin College in Fort Smith and the
Churchill Vocational Centre in northern Manitoba were often cited for the positive roles that they played in
developing and encouraging a new generation of Aboriginal leadership. The legacy of other schools,
particularly Grollier Hall in Inuvik and Turquetil Hall in Igluligaarjuk (Chesterfield Inlet), is far darker.
These schools were marked by prolonged regimes of sexual abuse and harsh discipline that scarred more
than one generation of children for life.

Since Aboriginal people make up a large proportion of the population in Canada’s northern territories, the
impact of the schools has been felt intensely through the region. And because the history of these schools is
so recent, the intergenerational impacts and the legacy of the schools are strongly felt in the North.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

This Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern
Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-
Queen's Native and Northern Series) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern
Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-
Queen's Native and Northern Series) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Canada's
Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series) having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Donna Vazquez:

The reason why? Because this Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern Experience: The Final
Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-Queen's Native and
Northern Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mildred Perkins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Canada's Residential
Schools: The Inuit and Northern Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series) giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished



reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joseph Barnett:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and
Northern Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2
(McGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Canada's Residential Schools: The Inuit and Northern
Experience: The Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, Volume 2 (McGill-
Queen's Native and Northern Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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