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By turns heart-tugging and hilarious, Myron Uhlberg’s memoir tells the story of growing up as the hearing
son of deaf parents—and his life in a world that he found unaccountably beautiful, even as he longed to
escape it.

“Does sound have rhythm?” my father asked. “Does it rise and fall like the ocean? Does it come and go like
the wind?”

Such were the kinds of questions that Myron Uhlberg’s deaf father asked him from earliest childhood, in his
eternal quest to decipher, and to understand, the elusive nature of sound. Quite a challenge for a young boy,
and one of many he would face.

Uhlberg’s first language was American Sign Language, the first sign he learned: “I love you.” But his second
language was spoken English—and no sooner did he learn it than he was called upon to act as his father’s
ears and mouth in the stores and streets of the neighborhood beyond their silent apartment in Brooklyn.

Resentful as he sometimes was of the heavy burdens heaped on his small shoulders, he nonetheless adored
his parents, who passed on to him their own passionate engagement with life. These two remarkable people
married and had children at the absolute bottom of the Great Depression—an expression of extraordinary
optimism, and typical of the joy and resilience they were able to summon at even the darkest of times.

From the beaches of Coney Island to Ebbets Field, where he watches his father’s hero Jackie Robinson play
ball, from the branch library above the local Chinese restaurant where the odor of chow mein rose from the
pages of the books he devoured to the hospital ward where he visits his polio-afflicted friend, this is a
memoir filled with stories about growing up not just as the child of two deaf people but as a book-loving,
mischief-making, tree-climbing kid during the remarkably eventful period that spanned the Depression, the
War, and the early fifties.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

The book Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love? A few
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Hands of My Father: A Hearing
Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Heidi Odom:

Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Hands
of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Michael Lockwood:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf
Parents, and the Language of Love was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Danilo Ernest:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love. You can more inviting
than now.
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