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With wit and sharp insight, former Traffic Commissioner of New York City, Sam Schwartz a.k.a. “Gridlock
Sam,” one of the most respected transportation engineers in the world and consummate insider in NYC
political circles, uncovers how American cities became so beholden to cars and why the current shift away
from that trend will forever alter America’s urban landscapes, marking nothing short of a revolution in how
we get from place to place.

When Sam Schwartz was growing up in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn—his block belonged to his community: the
kids who played punchball and stickball & their parents, who’d regularly walk to the local businesses at
which they also worked. He didn’t realize it then, but Bensonhurst was already more like a museum of a
long-forgotten way-of-life than a picture of America’s future. Public transit traveled over and under city
streets—New York’s first subway line opened in 1904—but the streets themselves had been conquered by
the internal combustion engine.

America’s dependency on the automobile began with the 1908 introduction of Henry Ford’s car-for-
everyone, the Model T. The “battle for right-of-way” in the 1920s saw the demise of streetcars and
transformed America’s streets from a multiuse resource for socializing, commerce, and public mobility into
exclusive arteries for private automobiles. The subsequent destruction of urban transit systems and post
WWII suburbanization of America enabled by the Interstate Highway System and the GI Bill forever
changed the way Americans commuted.

But today, for the first time in history, and after a hundred years of steady increase, automobile driving is in
decline. Younger Americans increasingly prefer active transportation choices like walking or cycling and
taking public transit, ride-shares or taxis. This isn’t a consequence of higher gas prices, or even the economic
downturn, but rather a collective decision to be a lot less dependent on cars—and if American cities want to
keep their younger populations, they need to plan accordingly. In Street Smart, Sam Schwartz explains how.

In this clear and erudite presentation of the principles of smart transportation and sustainable urban
planning—from the simplest cobblestoned street to the brave new world of driverless cars and trains—Sam
Schwartz combines rigorous historical scholarship with the personal and entertaining recollections of a man
who has spent more than forty years working on planning intelligent transit networks in New York City.
Street Smart is a book for everyone who wants to know more about the who, what, when, where, and why of
human mobility.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Raya:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Street Smart: The Rise of Cities and the
Fall of Cars. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Aaron Blue:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Street Smart: The Rise of Cities and the Fall of Cars
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Edwin Ashford:

This Street Smart: The Rise of Cities and the Fall of Cars is new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Street Smart: The Rise of Cities and
the Fall of Cars can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Beverlee Guthrie:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Street Smart: The Rise of Cities and the Fall of Cars. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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