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'Gamesters and Highwaymen are generally very good to their Whores, but they are very Devils to their
Wives.'

With The Beggar's Opera (1728), John Gay created one of the most enduringly popular works in English
theatre history, and invented a new dramatic form, the ballad opera. Gay's daring mixture of caustic political
satire, well-loved popular tunes, and a story of crime and betrayal set in the urban underworld of prostitutes
and thieves was an overnight sensation. Captain Macheath and Polly Peachum have become famous well
beyond the confines of Gay's original play, and in its sequel,
Polly, banned in Gay's lifetime, their adventures continue in the West Indies. With a cross-dressing heroine
and a cast of female adventurers, pirates, Indian princes, rebel slaves, and rapacious landowners, Polly lays
bare a culture in which all human relationships are reduced to commercial transactions.

Raucous, lyrical, witty, ironic and tragic by turns, The Beggar's Opera and Polly - published together here for
the first time - offer a scathing and ebullient portrait of a society in which statesmen and outlaws, colonialists
and pirates, are impossible to tell apart.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Beggar's Opera
and Polly (Oxford World's Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Eddie Grabowski:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Beggar's Opera and
Polly (Oxford World's Classics) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Barbara Saddler:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Beggar's Opera and Polly (Oxford World's Classics) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Beggar's Opera and Polly (Oxford World's Classics) giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Donna Gamble:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Beggar's Opera and Polly (Oxford World's Classics) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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