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What does it mean to live in a time when medical science can not only cure the human body but also reshape
it? How should we as individuals and as a society respond to new drugs and genetic technologies? Sheila and
David Rothman address these questions with a singular blend of history and analysis, taking us behind the
scenes to explain how scientific research, medical practice, drug company policies, and a quest for peak
performance combine to exaggerate potential benefits and minimize risks. They present a fascinating and
factual story from the rise of estrogen and testosterone use in the 1920s and 1930s to the frenzy around
liposuction and growth hormone to the latest research into the genetics of aging. The Rothmans reveal what
happens when physicians view patients’ unhappiness and dissatisfaction with their bodies—short stature,
thunder thighs, aging—as though they were diseases to be treated.

The Pursuit of Perfection takes us from the early days of endocrinology (the belief that you are your
hormones) to today’s frontier of genetic enhancements (the idea that you are your genes). It lays bare the
always complicated and sometimes compromised positions of science, medicine, and commerce. This is the
book to read before signing on for the latest medical fix.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Villalobos:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Pursuit of
Perfection: The Promise and Perils of Medical Enchancement? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Samantha Bond:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Pursuit of Perfection: The Promise and
Perils of Medical Enchancement, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Raymond Langford:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Pursuit of Perfection:
The Promise and Perils of Medical Enchancement that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want
to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Pursuit of Perfection: The Promise and Perils
of Medical Enchancement become your starter.

Nicole Montes:

The book untitled The Pursuit of Perfection: The Promise and Perils of Medical Enchancement contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.
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