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The Roaring Twenties in New York was a time of exuberant ambition, free-flowing optimism, an explosion
of artistic expression in the age of Prohibition. New York was the city that embodied the spirit and strength
of a newly powerful America. 

In 1924, in the vibrant heart of Manhattan, a fierce rivalry was born.  Two architects, William Van Alen and
Craig Severance (former friends and successful partners, but now bitter adversaries), set out to imprint their
individual marks on the greatest canvas in the world--the rapidly evolving skyline of New York City.  Each
man desired to build the city’s tallest building, or ‘skyscraper.’ Each would stop at nothing to outdo his rival.

Van Alen was a creative genius who envisioned a bold, contemporary building that would move beyond the
tired architecture of the previous century.  By a stroke of good fortune he found a larger-than-life patron in
automobile magnate Walter Chrysler, and they set out to build the legendary Chrysler building.  Severance,
by comparison, was a brilliant businessman, and he tapped his circle of downtown, old-money investors to
begin construction on the Manhattan Company Building at 40 Wall Street. 

From ground-breaking to bricklaying, Van Alen and Severance fought a cunning duel of wills. Each man
was forced to revamp his architectural design in an attempt to push higher, to overcome his rival in mid-
construction, as the structures rose, floor by floor, in record time.  Yet just as the battle was underway, a third
party entered the arena and announced plans to build an even larger building.  This project would be
overseen by one of Chrysler’s principal rivals--a representative of the General Motors group--and the
building ultimately became known as The Empire State Building.

Infused with narrative thrills and perfectly rendered historical and engineering detail, Higher brings to life a
sensational episode in American history. Author Neal Bascomb interweaves characters such as Al Smith and
Governor Franklin Delano Roosevelt, leading up to an astonishing climax that illustrates one of the most
ingenious (and secret) architectural achievements of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Higher: A Historic Race to the
Sky and the Making of a City is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Anthony Powell:

This book untitled Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making of a City to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Melvin Schroeder:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making of a City.

David Scott:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
On the list of books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and
the Making of a City. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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