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The United States has more public libraries than it has McDonald’s restaurants.
 
By any measure, the American public library is a heavily used and ubiquitous institution. Popular thinking
identifies the public library as a neutral agency that protects democratic ideals by guarding against
censorship as it makes information available to people from all walks of life. Among librarians this idea is
known as the “library faith.” But is the American public library as democratic as it appears to be?
 
 In Main Street Public Library, eminent library historian Wayne Wiegand studies four emblematic small-
town libraries in the Midwest from the late nineteenth century through the federal Library Service Act of
1956, and shows that these institutions served a much different purpose than is so often perceived. Rather
than acting as neutral institutions that are vital to democracy, the libraries of Sauk Centre, Minnesota; Osage,
Iowa; Rhinelander, Wisconsin; and Lexington, Michigan, were actually mediating community literary values
and providing a public space for the construction of social harmony. These libraries, and the librarians who
ran them, were often just as susceptible to the political and social pressures of their time as any other public
institution.
 
By analyzing the collections of all four libraries and revealing what was being read and why certain
acquisitions were passed over, Wiegand challenges both traditional perceptions and professional rhetoric
about the role of libraries in our small-town communities. While the American public library has become
essential to its local community, it is for reasons significantly different than those articulated by the “library
faith.”
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

This Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956
(Iowa and the Midwest Experience) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956
(Iowa and the Midwest Experience) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading
Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) can bring when you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural
Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) having fine arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Christopher Williams:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa
and the Midwest Experience), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Norma Brier:

The publication with title Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural
Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Harold Karr:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading



through, not only science book and also novel and Main Street Public Library: Community Places and
Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Main Street Public
Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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