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Every day stories from American history that are not true are repeated in museums and classrooms across the
country. Some are outright fabrications; others contain a kernel of truth that has been embellished over the
years. Collaborating with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Mary Miley Theobald has uncovered the
truth behind many widely repeated myth-understandings in our history in Death by Petticoat including:

* Hat makers really were driven mad. They were poisoned by the mercury used in making hats from furs.
Their symptoms included hallucinations, tremors, and twitching, which looked like insanity to people of the
17th and 18th centuries--and the phrase "mad as a hatter" came about.

* The idea that portrait painters gave discounts if their subjects posed with one hand inside the vest (so they
didn't have to paint fingers and leading to the saying that something "costs an arm and a leg") is strictly
myth. It isn't likely that Napoleon, King George III, or George Washington were concerned about getting a
discount from their portrait painters.

Pregnant women secluded themselves indoors, uneven stairs were made to trip up burglars, people bathed
once a year, women had tiny waists, apprenticeships lasted seven years--Death by Petticoat reveals the truth
about these hysterical historical myth-understandings.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

The book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Death by
Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
wide open and read a publication Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Michelle Huffman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths
Debunked. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Mitchell Boone:

This Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world
with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Kristen Wright:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of
book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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