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The publication of Sanyika Shakur's Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member in 1993
generated a huge amount of excitement in literary circles--New York Times book critic Michiko Kakutani
deemed it a "shocking and galvanic book"--and set off a new publishing trend of gang memoirs in the 1990s.
The memoirs showcased tales of violent confrontation and territorial belonging but also offered many of the
first journalistic and autobiographical accounts of the much-mythologized gang subculture.

In The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs, Josephine Metcalf focuses on three of
these memoirs--Shakur's Monster; Luis J. Rodriguez's Always Running: La Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A.;
and Stanley "Tookie" Williams's Blue Rage, Black Redemption--as key representatives of the gang
autobiography. Metcalf examines the conflict among violence, thrilling sensationalism, and the authorial
desire to instruct and warn competing within these works. The narrative arcs of the memoirs themselves rest
on the process of conversion from brutal, young gang bangers to nonviolent, enlightened citizens.

Metcalf analyzes the emergence, production, marketing, and reception of gang memoirs. Through interviews
with Rodriguez, Shakur, and Barbara Cottman Becnel (Williams's editor), Metcalf reveals both the writing
and publishing processes. This book analyzes key narrative conventions, specifically how diction, dialogue,
and narrative arcs shape the works. The book also explores how the memoirs are consumed. This
interdisciplinary study--fusing literary criticism, sociology, ethnography, reader-response study, and editorial
theory--brings scholarly attention to a popular, much-discussed, but understudied modern expression.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

The book The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Culture
and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs
has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world
by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Williams:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must
answer that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The
Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs to read.

Kenneth Sisk:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Culture and Politics of
Contemporary Street Gang Memoirs is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book.
It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kristi Duncan:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Culture and Politics of Contemporary Street Gang
Memoirs. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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