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These beautifully crafted stories depict the changing relationships between black and white
southerners, the impact of the civil rights movement, and the emergence of the New South.

Mary Ward Brown is a storyteller in the tradition of such powerful 20th-century writers as William Faulkner,
Harper Lee, Flannery O'Connor, and Eudora Welty-writers who have explored and dramatized the tension
between the inherited social structure of the South and its contemporary dissolution. With Tongues of Flame,
her first collection of short stories, Brown bares the awkward, sometimes hopeful, and often tragic suffering
of people caught in changing times within a timeless setting.

Here we meet such memorable characters as a dying black woman who seeks the advice of a now-alcoholic
white doctor whom she knew in better years; a young woman, jilted at the altar, driven crazy by an
illuminated cross erected by the church opposite her house; and a 95-year-old woman buying a tombstone for
her long-deceased husband only to discover that he had been adulterous throughout their marriage. Brown
constructs her characters in a disarmingly plain style while breathing life into them with compassion and
honesty as they confront the large moments of their lives.

First published by E. P. Dutton in 1986 to immediate critical acclaim, Tongues of Flame won the 1987
PEN/Ernest Hemingway Foundation Award. The judges commended Brown for "seeing life whole, without
prejudice, without sentimentality, without histrionics. Her voice may be quiet-sometimes she speaks in a
whisper-but her words are, nevertheless, always forceful, clear, and ultimately lasting." With this new
publication of Tongues of Flame and its inclusion in the University of Alabama Press's Deep South Books
series, a whole new generation of readers may once more discover Mary Ward Brown's profound stories of
pain, loss, and hope.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Handy:

The particular book Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Michael Lucius:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Christopher Williams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Tongues of Flame (Deep South
Books) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

George Chadwick:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Tongues of Flame (Deep South Books) can give you
a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Tongues of Flame (Deep South
Books).
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